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DAAD’s position in the context of the European Commission’s public consultation  

on the European Research Area Act 

Who we are 

As an association of German universities and student organisations, the German Academic Exchange 

Service (DAAD) represents the interests of its members, which include about 250 higher education 

institutions and more than 100 student bodies in Germany. Interacting closely with these members, DAAD 

provides input to support the internationalisation of universities and science, and provides guidance for 

organising international academic cooperation. As a member of the Alliance of Science Organisations in 

Germany and in close collaboration with national and international partners, it shapes and promotes 

dialogue between universities and political actors. DAAD benefits from a worldwide science diplomacy 

network of more than 50 regional offices representing German universities across the globe. 

  

Streamlining procedures to facilitate international academic exchange 

In the State of the Union 2025, President Ursula von der Leyen mentioned the European Commission’s 

strong commitment to embedding the fifth freedom of knowledge and innovation within the single 

market. Improving the freedom of movement of research and researchers, scientific knowledge and 

technology is crucial for Europe’s research excellence, economic competitiveness and the attraction and 

retention of international talent in the context of broader global brain circulation. DAAD supports this 

ambition. In order to achieve ERA’s objectives, the DAAD proposes to address legal and administrative 

barriers faced in cross-border mobility. Concrete measures could be streamlining visa and residence 

procedures to reduce administrative burdens, recognizing academic and professional qualifications 

across Europe, and accelerating researcher onboarding.  

 

Protecting academic and scientific freedom 

For an integrated ERA, it is important that the ERA-Act explicitly addresses not only the protection of 

scientific freedom, but also the protection of academic freedom in a broader sense, which also 

encompasses higher education teaching and learning. From DAAD’s point of view, the ERA-Act must 

therefore recognise that freedom of scientific research and academic freedom are inseparable and should 

be advanced in tandem. This is in line with Article 13 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union (link), and the understanding of the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) (link) 

defining academic freedom as an indispensable aspect of quality learning, teaching and research in 

higher education.  

  

Supporting displaced and at-risk researchers 

The ERA Act should ensure that the EU continues to serve as a safe haven for displaced and at-risk 

researchers. Targeted EU programmes within the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) and Horizon 

Europe, such as the SAFE programme (Supporting At-Risk Researchers with Fellowships in Europe) are 

particularly commendable. In the next funding period (2028-2034), the EU should establish a permanent 

scheme to support researchers at risk and provide support to researchers facing threats to their academic 

freedom worldwide by offering a safe research environment in the EU – free from fear, censorship, or 

persecution. This scheme should build upon the experience of existing initiatives and projects, 

complementing initiatives at European and EU member state level in the field of research and higher 

education. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/char_2012/oj/eng
https://ehea.info/Upload/BFUG_DE_UK_73_9_a_Statement_Academic_freedom.pdf
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Strengthening research and knowledge security 

DAAD is committed to strengthening research security and has been implementing measures to this end 

in a systematic manner since 2019, particularly through its Centre for International Academic 

Cooperation (KIWi).  

In this regard, we consider the following principles to be crucial: the preservation of academic freedom; 

science-oriented and science-appropriate structures; lean administrative structures and processes; and 

the facilitation of open exchange with appropriate risk assessment.  

In line with the principle of subsidiarity, complementary structures should exist both on the EU level and 

on the national level. We see significant added value in the centralized provision of expertise and 

networking opportunities at the EU level. This supports and brings together national actors and 

structures, thereby strengthening and harmonising research security efforts across the EU. According to 

the principles of subsidiarity and complementarity, this approach should build on specific national 

structures, experiences, and strengths. 

The planned Centre of Expertise and the National Platform for Research Security, which are being 

developed at the federal level in Germany, will complement existing central advisory centres at the 

national level, such as KIWi and others, and form a network of expertise. This living community of 

practice and exchange is necessary in addition to institutional structures. 

  

  

   

To conclude, ensuring policy cohesion across the EU and beyond will be essential. This includes aligning 

the ERA Act with policies and policy development within the European Education Area (EEA) and the 

European Higher Education Area (EHEA), and supporting cross-border cooperation. 

  

DAAD urges the European Commission to put forward an ambitious proposal, co-designed with 

universities and university stakeholder organisations, to remove obstacles to the cross-border mobility of 

researchers in Europe and beyond, while respecting the institutional autonomy of higher education 

institution. DAAD stands ready to engage in dialogue on the ERA-Act. 


