
  
 

 

13th edition of the Africa–Europe Science Collaboration Forum (AERAP) 

Session title: “Talent Mobility for Africa”  
Brussels, Wednesday, 22 April 2026 (09:00 – 11:00) 

Venue: South African Embassy, Rue Montoyer 19, 1000 Brussels 

Session abstract 

The session explores innovative initiatives advancing talent mobility, research capacity, and higher 

education collaboration in Africa, offering insights in good practices and inspiration. It highlights the 

South Africa Presidential PhD Initiative, a transformative national program designed to modernise 

South Africa’s research landscape by training a new generation of "top-tier" doctoral candidates 

capable of bridging the gap between academic research and real-world industrial or social impact. 

The EU Youth Mobility Flagship demonstrates cross-continental student and skills exchanges, and 

the potential of its initiatives to fostering Africa-Europe cooperation and promoting Africa as a study 

destination. The Africa–Europe Clusters of Research Excellence (CoRE) illustrate equitable, 

sustainable research partnerships connecting African and European researchers to address UN 

Sustainable Development Goals through research, education, capacity building, and mobility. The 

East African Community Student Mobility Scheme will complement the session with a more targeted, 

regional initiative. Finally, the VLIRUOS NETWORK programme in Ethiopia serves as a long-term 

platform to demonstrate the model’s insights regarding PhD supervision and skill-building, linked 

to the co-financed Nascere Scholarship Programme. 

 

Session Agenda 

09.00 – 09:15 ARRIVAL, REGISTRATION & WELCOME COFFEE 

09:15 – 09:20 Opening 
Eudy Mabuza, South African Mission to the EU 
 

Words of welcome 
Tanja Kreetz, DAAD Brussels Office 

 

09:20 – 09:35 South Africa Presidential PhD Initiative 
Refilwe Mashigo, National Research Foundation (NRF) 

 

Presentation followed by Q&A 

 

09:35 – 09:50 Africa Youth Mobility Flagship 

Deirdre Lennan, European Commission: 
 

Presentation followed by Q&A 

 

09:50 – 10:05 Africa – Europe Clusters of Research Excellence (CoRE) 
Sean Rowlands, The Guild of European Research-Intensive Universities 

 



  
 

Presentation followed by Q&A 

 

10:05 – 10:20 The East African Community Student Mobility Scholarship Scheme 
Professor Idris A. Rai, Acting Executive Secretary, IUCEA 
 
Presentation (online) followed by Q&A 

 

10:20 – 10:35 Nascere Scholarship Programme 
Jan Kennis, Partnership Development Manager, Flemish Interuniversity 
Council – University Cooperation for Development (VLIRUOS) 
 

Presentation followed by Q&A 
 

10:35 –10:55 Participant interventions on their experiences in advancing talent mobility 

and higher education collaboration across and with Africa, highlighting key 

takeaways. 
 

10:55–11:00 Wrap-up and closing of the session 

Eudy Mabuza, South African Mission to the EU 
 


